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LETTER FROM BISHOP 


HOUGHTON. 
Chithsien 


Szechwan. 
February 15th, 1939. 


Dear Friends of Western China, 

The whole period of three months since I wrote 
my last letter for the ‘‘ Bulletin ’’ has been spent 
away from the diocese. We left Chiihsien on 
November 8th and are not back there yet! The 
journey to Hongkong and Shanghai was not lacking 
in variety. Four days by sedan chair took us to 
Hochwan, one day by steam launch to Chungking, 
three hours by aeroplane to Kunming, capital of the 
province of Yunnan, three days by train to Haip- - 
hong, one of the ports of French Indo-China, four 
days by coastal steamer to Hongkong, and two days 
by ocean liner to Shanghai! On the way back we. 
spent less time in ac ‘tual travelling ) 

Shanghai to Hongkong by P. ao Q. 3 days 

Hongkong to Haiphong by coastal . 


steamer. 
‘Haiphong to Hanoi by train ... peers 
Hanoi to Kunming, and Kunming hae 
Chungking by plane .. ... 9 hours 
Chungking to Shunking by sedan 
chair... 5 days 


Even without the aid of a map ‘the contrasts are 
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sufficiently vivid. Since the building of ‘motor 
roads we measure journeys from province to pro- 
vince by days instead of weeks; but since air 
travelling became common the unit is not a day, 
but an hour! Any map of China, or even of Asia, 
will show you by what a roundabout route it is 
now necessary to travel in order to reach Shanghai 
from Chungking. | 


There were two main reasons which seemed to 
justify my leaving the diocese—though I fully hoped 
to be back in two months rather than three! The 
first was a meeting of the House of Bishops at | 
Hongkong on -November 28th and 29th, and the 
second a special session of the C.I.M. Council at 
Shanghai in December. We reached Hongkong on 
Saturday, November 26th, and I had the privilege © 
of preaching at St. Andrew’s, Kowloon, on the — 
Sunday. The chief business of the House of Bishops 
was the appointment of a successor to Bishop Holden 
in Western Szechwan, and not one of the ten 
Bishops present at the meeting dissented from our 
_ choice of Bishop Song to fill the vacancy. I hope 
that a letter from him will be printed in this issue 
of ‘‘ The Bulletin,’ for our magazine continues to 
supply news of both the dioceses in Western China, 
and during this period of interregnum I fear that 
a strain has been put upon the forbearance of friends | 
who are particularly interested in the West by the 
absence of the usual letter from the Bishop. I hope 
you have been praying all the more that a wise 
choice might be made. My wife’s sister and her 
husband, the Rev. H. A. Maxwell, have just left 
for furlough, and F hope you will have an oppor- 
tunity of hearing from them of the Western Synod, 
at which Bishop Song formally assumed the re- 

sponsibilities of diocesan bishop. 


__ Some of you will be reading my account of the 
C.I.M. Council in the March issue of ‘‘ China’s 
Millions,’ Seventeen of us, including the Rev. 
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W. H. Aldis from England, and Dr. R. H. Glover 


from North America, together with representatives 
from nine of the provinces in which the Mission is 
at work, met round the Council table from Decem- 
ber 22nd to J anuary 9th, and surveyed the whole 
work of the Mission—its - organisation at head- 
quarters in Shanghai and in the home coun- 
tries, evangelism amongst Chinese, tribes-people, 
Tibetans and Moslems, evangelism’ in town and 
country, Bible schools and institutes, medical work, 
educational work, specialised work amongst young 
people, and the qualifications and training of re- 
cruits. I believe it is still true that China and the 
Chinese Church need all the young men and women 
that the home countries can send, provided that 
they measure up to the standard required. As 
Bishop Cassels said to me when I first met him, a 
missionary to China must know God; he must know 
men; and he must know how to bring the two 
together; how so to preach and to live Christ as 
to draw men to Him. Again and again during our 
discussions we were forced to acknowledge the com- 
parative weakness, both spiritual gnd numerical, 
of the churches in C.I.M. areas and the lack of 

understanding Chinese leaders to direct and inspire 
them. Part, at least, of the responsibility for this 
weakness and this lack must be accepted by our- 
selves; and in urging that the standard for candi- | 
dates should be raised we were virtually saying, 
: Send us better men and women than we have 
een.’ 


You can imagine what a pleasure it was to meet 
Mr. Aldis again; and the happy results of this pro- 
longed Council meeting were due in a considerable 
measure to his energy and to the inspiration of his 
presence. I carried affectionate messagee to him 
from his friends in Szechwan as well as an expres- 
sion of our deep disappointment that he was unable 
to visit the province. We had hoped that his son, 
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the Rev. G. H. Aldis, would be travelling with us 
to Shanghai; but when we decided to fly part of | 
the way, we had to leave him behind, and it was 
a great relief to hear that he arrived in Hongkong 
in time to board his father’s ship, so that they 
reached Shanghai together. We do not grudge him 
his furlough; but we want him back when he has 
had an opportunity of rest and telling you some- 
thing of the need and opportunity here. 
One general impression formed after seeing con- 
ditions in Shanghai and hearing from many sources 
of conditions in the occupied areas is that the 
Chinese ‘‘ will to resistance ”’ is as strong as ever, 
and that the Japanese, by their ruthlessness and 
- brutality, are their own worst enemies. We are 
inclined to seize eagerly the evidence that God is 
over-ruling the horrors of invasion for spiritual 
blessing, and it is true that the faith of many 
Chinese Christians has been. strengthened; that 
the devotion of missionaries in their service to the 
refugees and the wounded has broken down pre- 
judice far more effectively than years of preaching 
would have done; and that m the aggregate 
thousands have come to know the Lord directly 
or indirectly through the happenings of the last 
eighteen months. But, though God may overrule it 
— for good, evil is still evil, and the devil is the author 
of it. For multitudes of Chinese far away from the 
actual war zones this is a time of mental torture 
such as the prophet Habakkuk passed through. 
Read Habakkuk, chapter I., especially verses 12 
and 138, and you will find that the words fit our 
experience; and we echo his prayer (Hab. IITI., 2), 
‘Revive Thy work . . . remember mercy.” Of 
course, we need spiritual revival; but we pray this 
prayer also in its original sense, viz., that there may 
be a new manifestation of God’s power among the 
nations, and especially China and Japan, that He 
may rend the heavens and come down. Thank God, 
_ He is not committed to a policy of non-intervention. 
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And now we are back in Szechwan, greatly re- 
joicing to be on familiar soil again. When I passed 
through Chungking in November, I found a con- 
gregation of over 200 Sheng Kung Hui people, of 
whom a hundred and fifty ‘taiaeok of the Lord’s 
Supper. The Rev. Ts’ai’Fu-ts’u, who has been on — 
the Y.M.C.A. staff in Chungking for several years, 
ministering at the same time to the Sheng Kung 
_Hui group, is now returning to full-time work in 
the diocese; and for this year at least, he feels 

called to travel wherever he is invited, holding 
special missions and receiving no definite salary. 
‘His family will probably be living here in Shunking, 
where I have been presiding at an Executive Com- 
mittee of the diocese. From one point of view, 
the work seems to be bristling with problems, and 
not half of them have been settled at this gathering. 


The flourishing work at Wanhsien is practically 
at a standstill since the wanton and iniquitous 
bombing of February 4th. Mrs. Sadler and the 
children have temporarily retired to a Kaihsien out- 
-station, one day’s journey away; and I am sorry to 
say that Mr. Benson had to go with them, owing to 
the fact that he is still suffering from. phlebitis, and 
therefore his presence in Wanhsien might almost 
have been a liability rather than an asset just now. 
Mr. Sadler is holding the fort, and I commend him 
and the Chinese worker, Mr. Wu, especially to your 
prayers. | 


The Rev. Marcus Cheng will be holding sadiiads 
at Kaihsien in March, and then in Tahsien (happy 
in the return of Mr. and Mrs. Bevan after their. 
long absence) early in April. The Chiihsien and 
Kwangan districts are inviting him to conduct 
similar meetings there. | 


A Conference of missionaries in this diocese is 
long overdue; and it may be that we shall be 
meeting in Chiihsien at the end of March. When 
you read these pages, therefore, you can imagine 
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my wife and myself and Mr. and Mrs. Phillips some- 
what exhausted after entertaining fifty or more 
guests, but rejeicing, I trust, that God has visited 
His people. Please. pray for great results from 
this conference. We long that the glory of God 
may be revealed as we wait on Him, and that we 
may see more and more clearly how our service 
may contribute most effectively to the establishment 
and expansion of His Church in Eastern Szechwan. 
Yours very gratefully, 
FRANK HOUGHTON, 
Bishop. 


LETTER FROM BISHOP SONG. 


CHENGTU. 
| | February 28th, 1939. 
My dear Friends, | 
This is my first time to write to you, although I 
have thought of you and prayed for you many a _ 
time. In the past, every time I had the privilege 
of reading ‘‘ The Bulletin, ’°? my heart came to you 
with thanksgiving, for I realised how much you 
had done and were doing for the extension of the 
Kingdom of God in Western China. Now it is my 
great privilege to write to you directly. The first 


thing I wish to say is to thank you for your prayers 


and good wishes and help for. me at this time. I 
do feel very much that I am supported by your 


prayers as I begin to face my new Call from God. 


How real it is that we are co-workers in the work 
of this diocese, although we are so far apart and 
cannot see each other physically! Some of you are 


my old friends. All of you I hope to visit the next 


time I come to England. | 


Allow me to thank you for your sympathy and 
prayers for China at this time. We are living and 


_ working in a very difficult time. But God’s Grace 
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is efficient and sufficient for every occasion be it 
of crisis or routine, of administration or evangelism, 
of success or failure, of pleasure or pain. It is only 
ih this conviction that we can carry on. At the 
same time, we have greater opportunity for the 
Lord’s Service than ever before. Everywhere we. 
find crowds of people ready and willing to listen 
to the Gospel of Jesus Christ if it is presented with 
attraction and power. Young men and women are 
erasping for something that they know not what. 
If we have a big hall, we can easily have three 
thousand or more every ‘week to listen to a Christian 
message. But the biggest opportunity we have is 
to have individual talks with those who are hungrv 
and thirsty for God, and also have small groups for 
Bible study and prayer. China needs Jesus Christ 
more than anything else at this time. 


It will interest you to hear that at the beginning 
of this month we had the Post-Madras Conference 
here in Chengtu. It lasted three days. We had Dr. 
Cressy, Dr. Arnup, Dr. Decker, President Wu-Yi- 
fang, Miss Spicer, Mr. Mondol (an Indian minister 
of the Gospel) and Mr. On-kin (a preacher from 
Burma) coming from Madras, besides our own re- 
presentatives. These guests gave us very inspiring 
- messages and reports from Madras Conference. We 
also had discussion in the afternoons and quiet hours 
in the mornings, which I was called to lead. Then 
there were visitors from different churches and 
dioceses. We had a big group of missionaries from 
different churches and places. It was a united 
Church Conference—each person sharing what he 
or she had received from the Lord with the other. 
The whole conference was a big family: men and 
women, old and young, East and West, all loving 
one another i in the Lord, and trying to ‘learn from 
one another. It was indeed a taste of heaven on 
earth, for the Lord was with us. 


After the Post-Madras Conference, we had our 
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own quiet days in preparation for our Diocesan 
Synod. We had the opportunity of quietly waiting 
upon the Lord for two days. (God’s servants from 
other provinces were with us. Our Synod lasted 
two days and a half. It’ was a family gathering. 
All had the opportunity to express opinions and — 
ideas. But the most important thing was not to 
manage business. The most important thing was 
to meet the Lord and receive His Vision. The 
dear Risen Lord was good to us, and we felt His 
presence in all our meetings. Now the Synod is 
over. We shall go forward under our Master’s 
guidance. We shall push forward the five year 
movement. We hope by His grace to double the 
number of the Christians in every part of the 
diocese. We shall also do our best to make the 
homes Christian. Family worship will be especially 
emphasised. I hope I shall be able to write to you 
more fully about the work of the coming months by 
next time. Again thanking you all for your prayers 
and fellowship in the Master’s service. 


‘Believe me, 
Yours very sincerely, 
C. T. SONG, 
Bishop. 


NEWS PROM THE STATIONS. 


Day 1. Langchung. (Paoning). 


Mr. Gordon Aldis left for furlough in November. 
Miss E. M. Sanderson was welcomed to Langchung 
on November 24th, and has since found many 
opportunities for work among women and girls. 
Miss Amy Oliver’s furlough has been granted and 
Miss Fletcher, now in Shensi, has been appointed to 
fill the gap in a the Hospital. It is hoped that Miss 
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M. G. Carpenter will soon reach Langchung. She 
will assume responsibility for the Tanishan 
Orphanage work as well as giving time to the 
country work in this district. Christmas was a busy 

time, with carol services and lantern talks. Eight | 
women were received as catechumen on Christmas 
Day, and they are now being prepared for baptism. 
The site we had been praying over for a preaching 
hall has recently been occupied by military; it is 
just now empty again, but liable any time to be 
occupied. Perhaps the Lord has a more sustabis 


place for us. 


Tanishan. Commencing this year, Pastor Keo 
is being supported by the country churches over 
whom he acts as Pastor. He is energetic in his visita- 
tion of these places, bad weather rarely holding up 
‘his engagements. With the members of the 
Tanishan church, he has recently visited all the 
large markets for evangelistic gatherings. 


Day 2. Ts’ien-Fuh-Ch’ang. 

Pastor Yang has been in ee rae health for 
some time, and has paid a visit to Langchung 
Hospital. Please pray for him, and also for the 
work in this centre. | is | 
Day 3. Mung. 

1938 has seen the of Mr. 
and Mrs. Liu were appointed there and on Novem- 
ber 27th the newly erected church was opened. Mr. 
Liu has been gathering together some of the scat- 
tered flock, and there are now between forty and 
fifty names on the church register. Pastor Keo 
~ and Mr. G. A. Scott conducted the opening services, 

and, to mark the glad event, a short Bible School 
followed. On the closing day, an old lady was bap- 
tised ; her brightness was a real joy to see. On the 
same ‘day, Mr. [1, a vegetarian, who had been to 
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several meetings, broke his vow, and appears to be 
a real seeker after the Truth. 


Day 4. Kwangyuan. 


The weekly cottage meeting in Christians’ homes, 
: the meeting in the Opium Refuge and Bible Classes 
in the prisons have continued. On Christmas Day 
some were received as catechumen, and there were 

baptisms. Pastor Yang has paid a visit to Chaohua, 
) where there was one baptism and some people were. 
| received as catechumen. 


| Day 5. Pachung (Pachow). 
1 A mission for children and young people was con-— 
| ducted towards the end of last year by Mr. 

| ) Crockett, of Paoning. Lantern talks were attended 

| by large numbers of children and ‘* grown-ups ”’ 
and the Sunday School has benefited numerically as" 
a result of the interest shown. Another result is — 
the formation of a Young People’s Band. An old 
outstation has been revived through the arrival from 
the Nanchung area of two Christian families, and 
regular services are now held there. Please pray 
about plans for possible visits to the cities of Nan- 
kiang and Tongkiang. : 


Day 6. Nanpu. 


The outstanding feature of recent months has — 
been the effect which down-river Christians are 
making upon the Nanpu church. Apart from visits 
from these people, there are some local Christians 
who have spent time in other localities, mixing 
with down-river Christians and they have come back 
greatly. changed and helped. Especially is this 
change true of the young people here. Their eyes 
have been more widely opened, and some have 
already entered on a new phase of Christian living 
and experience. Please pray that they may be kept 
faithful, and that the new Young People’s weekly 
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meeting may be much blessed by the Lord. 


Futsunyi. In August of last year Mr. Chao, 
voluntary leader of the Chao-Chia-Shan outstation, 
died, and since then the services have been carried 
on by two young Christians. The work there 
is noticeably suffering through not having a definite 
leader, and one to whom the Christians can turn 
for help, although workers from Futsunyi go there 
frequently to give help in the taking of services. 
Please pray that a spiritually minded leader may be 
raised up and may be a real shepherd of that little 
flock, and also pray that the Christians may hold 


church. 


: together during this time of difficulty in ther 


Day 7. Yingshan. 

In December there was a Bible School to prepare 
candidates for baptism, and on Christmas Day 
twelve adults.and three infants were baptised. All © 


the baptisms this year, with one exception, were 
-young.people. The one-exception ts an old lady of 


over fifty, who is leading her whole family to the 
Lord, and is exhorting others. Her daughter of 
sixteen has been baptised and other members of the 
family are believing and are looking forward to the 
time when they will be able to come in for teaching. 


The three months’ Short Term Bible School for 


young women closed on December 19th.: 


Chowkow. The Sunday School is quite a progres- 
sive feature of the work here; from forty to sixty 
children come along regularly. The Yingshan 
Biblewoman and Miss Warren have paid frequent 
visits since the summer. The men’s work needs 


. prayer. 


Day 8. Nanchung (Shunking). 


The fruitful ministry of the Rev. John Wang con- 
tinues, and he recently conducted a Bible School 


at F utsunyi with much acceptance and blessing. 
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Please continue to pray for him. It has been 
encouraging to see the interest shown by some in 
the Bible classes, and the good attendance has been 
maintained at the Friday evening prayer meeting. 
The preaching at the prison twice each week has 
been continued, and the Governor now attends ser- 
vices on Sundays. The interest shown in the Truth 
by several in the country is maintained, and one or_ 
two Bible schools have been held for the women 
who are interested. There are about two hundred 
children in the schools, and there are many visitors 


to the dispensary. Please continue to pray for 


God’s blessing on the work of the blind pastor, Mr. | 
Hsiao. Men Christians are few, but it is hoped that 
several will be baptised very soon. : 


D ay 9. Kwangan. 


Archdeacon Denham writes: Late in November I 
flew to Kunming, capital of Yunnan Province, from | 
Chungking to meet the B.C.M.S. recruits—Dr. and 
Mrs. Armstrong, Mr. Mulrenan and Miss Henshall. | 
I went by air to save time as they had already 
arrived at Kunming, but a delay of five weeks fol- 
lowed before the baggage arrived by rail from 


Haiphong, and before I was able to hire a motor 


lorry. After sundry adventures, including ‘two 
bombings by Japanese planes while we were in 
Chungking, we reached Kwangan on January 20th. 
The Christians gave a very warm welcome to the 


new workers, and our hearts were full of praise 


to God for this accession to our forces and for 
journeying mercies so graciously given. We quickly 
settled down to language study, but after a week 
Mrs. Armstrong had to take to her bed, to be fol- 
lowed after another week by Miss Henshall. A 
fortnight later Dr. Armstrong and I had to bring 


' them down to the Canadian Hospital, Chungking, 


Mrs. Armstrong suffering from dysentery and Miss 
Henshall ill with pleurisy. They are going on nicely 
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but both are weak and very anaemic. There were 
nine baptisnis in Kwangan on Christmas Day. Con- 
gregations are keeping up nicely and there are signs 
of encouragement, though we long for greater 
things. 


Day 10. Yoehih. 


Mr. Davis has been working here and in my 
absence has been joined by Mr. Mulrenan. Church 
life is at a low ebb. 3 


Day 11. Kuan-in-koh. 


Mr. Cordle is working here, preaching on the 
streets and visiting nearby markets. The Pastor, 
Mr. Chao, has whfortunately suffered the loss of 
sight in his left eye. This is a severe blow to him © 
and prayer is asked that his faith may not fail. 

Linshui. Mr. and Mrs. Liu still serve faithfully 
here and there is a little response to the Gospel 
Message. Prayer is asked for revival throughout 
the.whole of the three counties of the B. C. M.S. 


district. 


Day 12. Ghihsien. | 
Please pray about results of the New Year evan- 
gelistic effort. It is hoped that it will be possible 
to rent a house on the busiest street in the city, 
and that regular evangelistic ‘work will be done 
there. Prayer is asked that there may be definite 
conversions, especially among men, for there are 
very few men Christians in the church. There has 
recéntly been some encouragement in the women’s 
work, and one’ woman, who lives two miles from © 
the city, has burnt-her idolatrous stuff. Please 
pray for her and for those among whom she wit- 
nesses. Banditry is very bad in this county, and it . 
is difficult to visit one or two of the outstations. 


’ Hsing-Long-Ch’ang for some time. 
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Day 13. 

- The Tachu Work for the last few months has been 
for the most part quite unexciting—yust a matter of 
plodding on, without much_to show in the way of 
result. There have been encouragements, though: 
one which may be mentioned was the altogether 


- unexpected discovery that the collections and con- 


tributions for 1938 were higher by some 60 to 70 
per cent. than those of the previous year! The one 
notable exception to this lack of excitement is pro- 
vided by Chow-Chia-Ch’ang where, after years of 


utter deadness, a new work seems to be springing 


up. A young man, T’ong Hsioh-chi, who for a 
short time was our colporteur, set up business there 


after last summer, and has become an energetic 
lea 
of East Szechwan Women’s Evangelistic Bard 


who were visiting Tachu, spent ten days there and 
were much encouraged. Quite a number of people 
professed faith in Christ, and a good proportion of 
them have been going on well. Owing to-the preva- 
lence of brigandage, it has been impossible. to visit 


x the church. In October, the two members 


Day 14. Tahsten. 
During the last quarter of 1938, there were 
various changes of personnel among the workers. | 


The Carpenters left for furlough, the Williamsons 


coming to take their place. . Miss Dix returned from 
Wanhsien, and Miss Sanderson left for Langchung. 
Mr. T’s’ai Pih-hsiien, who had not been well for 
several weeks, left in November to see the doctor 
in Langchung. Mr. Temple came in from Kaikiang 
to the city, and after Christmas the Bevans returned, 


relieving the Williamsons, who have gone to Tien-- 


kiang. Regular work has been continued; there 


have been no special events. On Wednesday 
mornings, a discussion class has been held for 


educated women, at which the attendance has been 
about twelve. Such questions have been taken as: 
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“* Must all believe the Gospel?’’ ‘“‘ What does it 
mean to believe the Gospel?’’ ‘‘ What is the Chris- 
tian life?’’ and so on. On Sundays the Sunday 
School has been carried on both at the church and 
the Ladies’ House, and there has also been a class 
for- senior girls where there is an attendance of 
from ten to fifteen. On the whole, there is much 
to encourage on the women’s side of the work, but 
the men’s side is very weak. Miss Elhott and some 
of the members of the Diocesan Women’s Evan- 
gelistic Band have been to the country, holding 
special meetings for women. In San-Ch’ing Miao, 
though there were some bright features, the work 
is not so flourishing. One encouragement, however, 
was to find two of the men giving some time to 
voluntary evangelistic work in_ neighbouring 
markets. Please - pray for a Bible School to be held 
_ the spring of 1939 by Mr. Marcus Cheng. 


Day 16. Liangshan. 

Mrs. Robinson was able to return to the work 
here just before Christmas.: .Please continue to pray 
for all the w ork, including the three Sunday Schools 
and the work in the prison. 


_ Tienkian. In spite of persecution, the church 


workers are being kept steadfast. Mr. and Mrs. 
Wilhamson are now working in this city, and would 
yalue praver for the church in the city and out- 


stations. 


Day 17. Kaihsien. 

Pastors T’an and Ning have recently made a tour 
of all the outstations, and they reported encourage- 
ment in various places. Prison visitation in the 
city, stopped for a time owing to a change in local 
government, has now been re-started. _ Pastor 
Marcus Cheng has been giving great: help in 
| preaching and in leading the Men’ s Weekly Bible 


: 
| 


Class. The Sicily School has increased in numbers, 
3 many as two hundred children attending ; there 
however, a need of teachers. A monthly visit 


ae been paid to Wentangtsing, now without a. 


foreign missionary, to conduct the Communion 
service there; and: to oversee the work evenerally. 
Please pray over résults of a women’s Bible School, 
March 5th to 12th, and a Leaders’ Bible School, 
March 15th to April 2nd, both se conducted by 


the Rev. Marcus timed 


The oe in Wanhsien has undergone a radical 
change. Every Sunday the church is_ packed, 
mainly with Christian refugees. Several houses 
have been rented to accommodate the poorer 
refugees, and an allowance of money for food is 
given to them daily. Great opportunities for work - 
among wounded soldiers have opened up, and the 
hospitals are visited four times a week. The men 
are very friendly and most willing to hear the 
Gospel. When steamers arrive bringing wounded 
soldiers, a squad from the churehes goes to the — 
jetty to assist the heavily wounded cases. Much 
encouragement was given to the Christians at 
Christmas when Marshal Feng visited the city. He 
preached in the church, and gave a fearless witness 
for Christ. It is intended to print his address; 
please pray that many may be influenced when they 


_yvead it. A very keen and able evangelist, Mr. Wu 


Kueh-chi, has joined in the work. Plans are already 
prepared "for building a temporary church in the 


_ busy part of the city, but clear guidance is needed, 


as the city is not without its dangers. 


Day 19. Fengkieh (Kweifu). 


There are more than a hundred Middle School 
boys and girls, with their teachers, from the Church 
of Scotland Mission at Ichang, here in the com- 
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pound, and there is slo the Women’s Hospital Staff: 
from the same Mission. A visit has recently been 
-paid to a few believers in the Huang-Shih-Pan 
neighbourhood. The newly-appointed superinten- 
dent of one of the local military hospitals has quite — 
recently shut the door against us. The prison 
authorities have welcomed the Church, and visits are 
now paid to the two city gaols. Some have appeared 
to respond to the Message. Mr. Wang and Mr. 
Harper have recently visited Yingyang. On the 
whole they were cheered by their experiences, but 
a measure of dissension still appears to persist in the 
church at Yingyang. 


Deaconess Chow and Miss Fu are working among 
the women, and some are being prepared for bap- 
tism as a result of regular meetings carried on in 
a neighbouring 


Miss. A. Jones has resigned from the Hospital 
staff, but is still carrying on her teaching work in 
the Nursing School while living in the city. The 
Hospital is entirely in charge of the Chinese doctors 
while Dr. Billington is away on furlough, Mrs. 
Jenkins being responsible for supervision of the 

nursing. 


; PERSONAL NOTES. 

Dr. Max Gray arrived in Hongkong, February 
20th, where he spent twelve days making purchases © 
of medical supplies for-Paoning Hospital. He flew 
to Chungking on March 4th, the flight taking six 

hours, and expected to reach Paoning March 15th. 


Rev. C. H. Aldis, accompanying his father, the 
Rev. W. H. Aldis, sailed from Shanghai on Feb- 
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ruary 8th and arrived in London via Genoa on 


March 


Miss A. Oliver is expected to arrive in Liverpool | 
by the ‘‘ Duchess of Bedford ”’ on March 25th. 


The Rev. K. G. Bevan has been elected Assistant — 
Superintendent of Eastern Szechwan. 


- The Rev. W. H. C. Simmonds, Mrs. Simmonds 
and three children; and the Rev. F. A. Skinner and | 
Mrs. Skinner and child are due to leave for China, 
via Canada, on April 28th. They sail from Van- 
couver, May 13th, by the ‘‘ Empress of Canada.’ 


The Rev, and Mrs. H. A. Maxwell left Hongkong 
on March 4th on the “‘ Ranpura,’’ and should arrive 
in England early in April. 


‘Dr. Gresty Billington i is also on his way home for 
furlough. 


Deaconess E..L. Stewart hopes to sail (D.V.) on 
August 11th next to return to Western Szechwan, 
and it has been arranged that four reeruits, ‘Dr, and 
Koights, Miss Moore (fiancee to Mr. Elhot) 
and Sister Lewis of the Church Army, will travel 
with her. 


CHINESE UNIVERSITIES 
RELIEF 


On January 14th last, Mr. George Eurmofopoulos 
very kindly opened his house at 7, Chelsea Embank- 
ment, $.W.3, with its priceless collection of art 
treasures from China, Persia and elsewhere, for the 
benefit of the Chinese Universities Relief Fund of 

International Student Service. Those who were 
unable to visit the collection then—and perhaps 
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others who did go, but would like to go again—may 
be glad to know that he has been good enough 
to promise to repeat the exhibition on Thursday, 
dune 29th, and Saturday, July 1st next. The charges 
for admission will be 5/- on the first day and 2/6 
on the second. This is a unique opportunity to see 
one of the most wonderful private collections in 
existence, and at the same time to help Chinese 
students who are in real need. 

_ The nearest station to 7, Chelsea Embankment, is 
Sloane Square (District Railway), and the most 
convenient buses are numbers 39 to Tite Street, 49 
to Albert Bridge, or 137 to Chelsea Bridge (north 


side). 


IMPORTANT NOTICE. 


By the time this magazine appears in print, the 
Organising Secretary, Miss Hughes-Hallett, will 
have given up her address at Trebovir Court Hotel, 
Earl’s Court, as she is leaving that neighbourhood. 
Until further notice, all communications should be 
addressed to her at 32, Highfield Hill, Norwood, 
$.E.19. ‘The telephone number is Livingstone 2146. 
Her permanent new address will be notified in the 
July issue of ‘‘ The Bulletin.’’ | 


OF PRAYER AND GIFTS 


_ Our annual Day of Prayer and Gifts for the work | 
in Eastern and Western Szechwan will be held 
(D.V.) on Wednesday, May 31st, 1939. Readers 
of this magazine will scarcely need to be reminded 

of the urgent need for prayer, corporate as well as — 
individual, for these two dioceses and their bishops 
at the present time, when the opportunities for 
passing on the Gospel message and helping to build 
up Christ’s Body, the Church, in Western China 
seem greater than ever before. | Bs 


Those opportunities are a call to us, also, to do 
our utmost to supply the financial needs of the 
growing work. While we lift our hearts to God 
in thankfulness for His never-failing provision in 
the past, it is a fact that, owing to the death of 
several generous subscribers during the -past two 
or three years and to other causes, there has been 
a steady decline in our D.A.W.C. funds. Surely 
it is not right that our fellow-workers in Western 
China, whether missionaries or Chinese, should be 
held back by any lack of financial support from 
taking advantage of all the opportunities which lie 
before them; so, for this need, too, we ask the 
prayers and the sacrificial gifts of those at home to 
whom they look for the help they need. : 


We shall begin our Day with a service of Holy 
Communion in St. Bride’s Church, Fleet Street (by 
kind permission of the Rev. A. Taylor), at 11.30 
a.m., when there will be special intercessions for 
the work in the two dioceses. This will be fol- 
lowed by a meeting of the General Committee oi 
the Association. (of which notice will be sent to 
members in due course) .at 1.30 p.m.; and the 
Annual Meeting of the D.A.W.C. will be held at 
3 p.m. in the Hall of St. Bride’s Institute (entrance 
by door in St. Bride’s Passage, facing Salisbury 
Square). Preb. Hinde, the Chairman of the 
Association, has kindly promised to take the chair; 
and we hope to have as speakers. Mrs. H. G. 
Anderson from. Chengtu, Western Szechwan, and 
the Rev. John Carpenter of the C.I.M., Eastern | 
Szechwan. Tea will be served at the close of the 
meeting. | 


A warm invitation is extended to all our friends 
to attend the Service and Meeting if at all possible; 
and it is hoped that those who cannot come will — 
join, nevertheless, in earnest prayer on this special 
Day which may mean so much for the progress of 
Christ’s Kingdom in Western China. 
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PRAYER MEETINGS. 
The monthly D.A.W.C. Prayer Meetings in 


London are suspended during the summer months; 


but the attention of friends is called to the C.M.S. | 


Prayer Meeting to be held (D.V.) on Friday, May 
19th, 1939, in the Chapel of the Church Missionary 
House, Salisbury Square, E.C.4, from 3.30—4.30 
p.m., when there will be special prayer for Western 
China. All who can attend will be very welcome. 


The needs of Western China are also remembered 
_. at the following regular parochial gatherings for 
prayer at which the leaders will always be glad to 
see any friends who can be: present :— 


St. Stephen’s, E. Putney ... lst Tuesday, afternoon. 
Emmanuel, Wimbledon _... Ist Friday, 5.30 & 8.15 p.m. 
Haling Hall Croydon ... Ist Friday, 8.15 p.m. 
St. Michael’s, Braintree ... lst Saturday, evening. 
Holy Trinity, Eastbourne... Ist Saturday, 5.30 p.m, 
St. Peter’s, Southborough... 4th Tuesday, 11.45 a.m. 

Ist Saturday, 6 p.m. 


Thorsden, Guildford 


Woking ve . 3rd Tuesday, 11.30 a.m. 
Christ Church, Beckenham... 4th Friday. 
St. Jaines’, Dover ... ... 4th Sunday, evening service. 
St. Mark’s, Preston ... ... Tuesdays, 7.30 p.m. 
Runham, Gt. Yarmouth a Wednesdays, 9.45 a.m. 
Gt. Yarmouth ... Thursdays, 9.45 a.m. 
Ferndown, Dorset _... Wednesdays 


Parish Church Fridays (two 


St. John’s. Bling .. Fridays, 5.30 p 

Christ. Church Blackpool .. Fridays, 7 p. 
Pettaugh, Stowmarket ... Friday, evening. 
Union Hall, Dover ... .. Saturdays, evening. 
St. Andrew’ s, Cullom ton... Ist Saturday evening. 
Reigate Parish Chure ... 4th Saturday. 


Christ Church, Barnet 
St. Cuthbert’s, Preston 
St. Luke’s, Chadderton 
Holy Trinity, Margate 
Stanstead, Suffolk ... 
St. Peter’s, Thetford, Norfolk 
St. Mary’ s, Watford.. ‘ 
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PRAYER CYCLE. 


EASTERN SZECHWAN: 


19. 


WESTERN SZECHWAN: 
20. 
21. 
22. 
23. 
24. 
25. 
26. 
27. 
29. 
30. 
31. 


-NANPU, FU-TSUN-I, YENTING. 


“LANGCHUNG (PAONING). TANISHAN. 


TS’IEN-FUH-CH’ ANG. 
ILUNG, TSANGKI, KIENKOH. 


KWANGYUAN, CHAOHWA. 


PACHUNG (PACHOW), NANCHIANG, 
TUNGKIANG. 


YINGSHAN, CHOWKOW. 

NANCHUNG (SHUNKING), HSICHUNG. 
KWANGAN. 

YOCH’IH. 

KUAN-IN-KOH, LINSHUI. 

CHUHSIEN (T’UCHI). 

TACHU, WU-CHIA-CH’ ANG. 

TAHSIEN, SUANHAN. 

WANYUAN, CHENGKOW. 

LIANGSHAN, T’IENKIANG. 

KAIHSIEN, WEN-T’ANG-TSING, LIN-KIANG- | 
WANHSIEN. 


FENGKIEH (KWEIFU), YUNYANG, 
YUIN-AN-CH’ ANG. 


MOWCHOW. 

P’ING-WU (LONGAN), KIANGYU. 
CHONGPA. | 
MIENYANG (MIENCHOW). 
ANHSIEN. 

MIENCHU. 

TEHYANG. 

HANCHOW. 

SINTU,..- 

CHONGKIANG. 

CHENGTU. 

UNOCCUPIED PLACES. 


= 
Day 
1. 
2. 
3. 
6. 
8. 
9. 
10. 
11. 
12. 
13. 
14. 
15. 
16. 
17. 
18. 
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SPBCIAL SUBJECTS FOR THANKSGIVING 
AND INTERCESSION. 


LET US THANK GOD 


For the safe return of Bishop and Mrs. Houghton to East 
Szechwan; and for journeying mercies to other missionaries also. 


For greater opportunities for the Gospel in West China than 
ever before. For the large congregations in Chungking and 
Chengtu; and for the help given through the presence of so many 
Christian refugees from other parts of China. 

For His presence and blessing at the Western Szechwan Synod 
meetings and the plans made for a forward movement. 


For the re-occupation of Ilung and opening of the new church 
there. For those who have recently confessed Christ in baptism. 

For His blessing on the Bible Schools held in different places; — 
and for the interest shown by so many in Bible study. 

For the arrival of srs cineca for the needy B.C.M:S. 
district. 


US PRAY 


For a bishops of both dioceses in their great responsibitities ; 
and for Bishop Ku in his time of failing health and weakness. 


For the results of the East Szechwan Missionaries’ Conference; 
and of Rev. Marcus Cheng’s meetings. That many may be won 
for Christ as an outcome of recent special efforts in evangelism in 
various places. 


That the flourishing work in Wanhalen. brought almost to a 
standstill by the recent bombing of the city, ‘may be revived and 
that the workers may soon be able to return in safety. 


That, if it be His Will, God will graciously restore to health 


sod strength those missionaries and Chinese workers who have been 
1 t 


For a rich blessing on the proposed Day of Prayer and Gifts; 
that God will pour out a spirit of prayer upon His people; and 
that He will show each one of us what He will have us do in the 
way of making money gifts for the furtherance of His work. 


That He Who ‘“ maketh wars to cease in all the world ” will 
soon, in His mercy, bring to an end the present conflict between 
Japan and China; and that He will strengthen and sustain all His 
people who are suffering so terribly through this war. 
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